
THIS PICTURE The stunning outdoor pool 
area behind the house. Find similar loungers 
at Soleil 011-706-2834, MBM Africa 011-462-

0765, 021-461-3552 and Petersen’s 021-
425-0044. The stone tiles and custom-made 

planters are by Casa Stonecraft 021-556-
6337. Elegant planters are also available 

from Obbligato 031-700-6565 and Weylandts 
011-467-8001, 021-914-1440, 044-302-5769. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SPACE
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PERCHED ON A STEEP FORESTED PLOT IN 
TAMBOERSKLOOF, CAPE TOWN, THIS STREAMLINED 
MODERN HOUSE IS IN A WORLD OF ITS OWN 

tree dimensional



‘This is my dream house, no question about it,’ says Richard Shaw 

as he ushers me over the walkway spanning a sparkling glass-tiled 

swimming pool and into his airy, modern home. With views spanning 

the whole of the City Bowl, the harbour and the mountain, and a 

house that epitomises the ideal of pared-down, striking simplicity, it’s 

not hard to see why, at 33, this regional manager for an investment-

management software company feels on top of the world about his 

living environment. 

‘As soon as I saw the site, I knew what I wanted,’ he explains. That 

was in 2001 and since then, with the help of architect Paolo Deliperi, 

his vision has been made a reality. The house sits perched above 

the city like an immaculate man-made bird’s nest, without any of the 

messy associations of its natural counterpart. 

Inspired by modern Japanese architecture and punctuated by 

carefully selected decor items, there is absolutely no superfluous 

detail to detract from the airiness and sense of suspension and 

elevation. The magnificent, sparse lines both form the structure and 

create the overriding aesthetic. Chief among these are the wooden 

slatted screens that divide the living area from the stairwell and 

those that separate the stairwell from the open-plan dining space 

and state-of-the-art kitchen (where the glint of stainless steel finds 

its counterpoint in the striped shadows as the light filters through 

the screens). Then there are the compact wooden decks suspended 

beyond the generous glass windows and edged by tall pines in 

the forested garden below. And everywhere, the space speaks of 

form and function coexisting effortlessly, in much the way that the 

respective visions of Richard and Paolo came together to create it. 

Richard says he interviewed three architects before deciding 

on Paolo, and dismissed the others because he ‘felt they had little 

direction’. While he was looking for someone who would share his 

vision, his architect of choice also had to have strong ideas of his or  

her own to build on. 

Together, Paolo and Richard created the design, with Richard 

involved in everything from the choice of materials (balau wood for the 

decks and the stairs, cherry wood for the floors) to coming to the site 

and tweaking the plans while the house was under construction.

Richard’s self-confessed perfectionist nature has undoubtedly 

paid off here, and he now says his favourite aspects of living in the  

OPPOSITE Abstract prints, posters and 
paintings complement the linear spaces of 
the open-plan living areas. The play of light 
through the glass sections of the roof and 
slatted wooden screens changes according  
to the time of day and with the seasons. 
LEFT, FROM TOP The balau wood-clad wall in 
the dining area is echoed by the slatted wooden 
screen opposite. Contemporary furnishings  
add to the pared-down aesthetic. Find similar 
dining chairs and bar stools at Eclipse 011- 
444-8118, 021-555-2282, 031-579-2620; the 
warmth of the wood used in the kitchen finds 
its ideal counterpoint in slick stainless-steel 
stools, appliances and fixtures. 
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‘I am happiest with a small bit of 
everything, not all of a small thing’



Q&A WITH ARCHITECT  

PAOLO DELIPERI 

Is it usual for you to work as 

closely with a client as you 

did with Richard? I work solo, 

which is unusual for an architect, 

and as a result I tend to develop 

close relationships with clients. 

Were Richard’s pre-existing 

ideas at all confining to you?

When first I met Richard it was 

clear that he had a keen interest 

in architecture and design. He 

had his own ideas, but was also 

very open-minded. 

How did the idea evolve into 

what stands today? Richard 

was very trusting. We engaged 

in a dialogue, and it was a 

fantastic process.

What is the design’s most 

successful element? The 

incorporation of the outdoor 

living area – the site was so 

steep that you almost couldn’t 

walk on it, which usually leads 

to the creation of a building 

that’s more an apartment than 

a house. The outdoor space 

really makes this a house. 



space are the way that it blends with its natural environment and its 

simplicity – what he calls ‘the lack of unnecessaries’. He also loves 

the way the house works with geometrics and the interplay of light 

through the wooden-slatted walls and the glass ceilings, which shifts 

the home’s character at different times of the day and according to 

the changing seasons. 

It’s not hard to see why simplicity is so important to Richard, 

who lives between two continents – a rented apartment in Vauxhall, 

London, and its Cape Town antidote. Where London is dominated 

by work (he only spends about a quarter of his time in Cape Town), 

Cape Town living is characterised by friends, home, windsurfing (and, 

of course, more work). The key, for him, is balance. ‘I am happiest 

with a small bit of everything, not all of a small thing,’ he says. And 

it’s because of this that he finds his Cape Town home easy to live in, 

whittled down as it is. 

When asked about the practicality of having such an open, fairly 

empty space, he admits that he loves to throw things out, doesn’t 

have a hoarder’s bone in his body and is strongly opposed to anything 

unnecessary. It’s a quality that is reflected in his musical taste (Philip 

Glass is a favourite) and even in his social life, which he likes to keep 

spontaneous, explaining that ‘life is too haphazard to arrange’. 

A typical dinner party in Richard’s home sees a gathering of four 

friends and easy-to-create, simple food – caviar and cream cheese 

on Melba toast with vodka, for example, followed by grilled fish and 

fresh vegetables. 

Living two lives is, of course, disruptive but by aiming for simplicity 

in all things, it seems that Richard has mastered the art of marrying  

his disparate existences. This is reflected in the structure and 

decoration of his home and even in his choice of artworks – abstract 

pieces feature largely. Of these Richard says, ‘I like the abstract for 

its way of not attempting to pin down a moment, event or feeling. 

Beauty is a result of form and colour, and in the abstract it’s not derived  

from the artist, but generated within the viewer. It comes from your 

response to what you see.’ 

As I leave this lean, yet highly evocative home, I think I know 

exactly what he means.  

Paolo Deliperi 021-790-0595 

RIGHT, FROM TOP Brightly coloured decor 
accessories add an element of energy to  
the bedroom; the slatted wooden exterior 
means the house blends beautifully with  
the tree-covered surrounding landscape. 
OPPOSITE Richard Shaw (right) in conversation 
with architect Paolo Deliperi at the dramatic 
entrance to the house. 
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