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A series of cleverly conceptualised pavilions enhance the 
exceptional views from this Higgovale home

A penchAnt 
for pAvilions

Words Genevieve Fisher
Photographs Fiona Barclay Smith
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ulling up to this home in Higgovale, the 
first thing you notice are the roofs, and 
you do a double take, because they seem 
to be suspended in empty space. The 

series of roofs are made of glass with an exposed steel 
covering and supported by steel posts that melt into 
the views of  Table Mountain. In reality, the roofs sit 
atop four pavilions that make up this distinctive home 
by architect Paolo Deliperi. 

The client’s brief called for maximised views of 
the harbour, the City Bowl and Table Mountain, lots 
of natural light, privacy from the neighbours, and 
separate accommodation for the client’s children. 
This led Paolo to design a home with not much bulk 
under one roof.

‘My response was to break the building up into 
four separate pavilions, each with its own function, 
and to put these at the extremities of the site,’ says 
Paolo. ‘This creates a village-like feel, so that from 
the level lawn the neighbours are blocked out, and 
from any position you are only aware of your own 
building, the mountain, the city, the harbour and the 
sea. This gives you the sensation that you are the only 
one there, despite being surrounded by neighbours.’

A defining feature of this project is how 
dramatically the site of this 772 m2, four-bedroom 
family home changed.  ‘It was a very steep site, 
which would have resulted in an unusable garden 
if we hadn’t taken great care in designing the 
external works in a sensitive manner so as to 
accommodate both a level lawn and a tennis court,’ 
says Paolo. 

When he first started working on the project, the 
2 550 m2 site’s overgrown garden was filled with alien 
trees. The original house was built in the 1960s 

“The materials 

used explore the 

structural concept of 

contrasting weight 

and lightness, solid 

and void”
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“For the first time in many years, 

sunlight poured in and, together 

with the mountain and city views, 

which were once again apparent, 

became the anchor around which 

the concept was designed”
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“The house is blessed with 

incredible views of the 

harbour, the mountain 

and the Table Mountain 

Aerial Cableway”
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and, according to Paolo, it was unremarkable, to 
say the least. ‘It was dark and uninspiring and made 
no reference whatsoever to the incredible setting 
between mountain, city and sea.’ 

The steep site was cleared of all alien vegetation 
and the original house was demolished. ‘For the first 
time in many years, sunlight poured in and, together 
with the mountain and city views, which were once 
again apparent, became the anchor around which the 
concept was designed,’ says Paolo. 

Paolo chose to work with just a few materials: 
timber, glass, concrete and steel, the last used 
conceptually to reflect elements of the vistas onto 
which the home looks. 

‘The house is blessed with incredible views of 
the harbour, the mountain and the Table Mountain 
Aerial Cableway, and there is a loose connection to all 
the steel that is apparent in the form of pulleys, steel 
cables, cranes and vessels, which form part of everyday 
life in a working harbour and the cableway,’ he says. 
The steel also supports and protects the roofs, while 

“The client’s brief 

called for lots of 

natural light, privacy 

from the neighbours, 

and separate 

accommodation for 

the client’s children.” 

the abundance of glass lets in natural light and the 
timber adds warmth.

‘The materials used explore the structural concept 
of contrasting weight and lightness, solid and void,’ 
Paolo explains. ‘This was achieved by implementing 
a series of simple concrete fins and beams as the 
only resting structures for the various roofs, which 
in turn are supported on steel posts and enclosed 
entirely in  glass. The four pavilions are linked with 
steel, glass and timber galleries, all culminating in a 
double-volume staircase of the same materials.’

The gallery-like space of the staircase node is the 
warm heart of this home, contrasting the ethereal 
exterior with earthy, warm timber cladding, and some 
of the client’s impressive artwork is on display there. 

However, if the word ‘pavilion’ is defined as 
‘ornate structures designed as amusement or exhibit 
spaces’, then the artwork doesn’t stand a chance next 
to the panoramic exhibition of the New Seventh 
Wonder of Nature, Table Mountain, framed by the 
harbour and the city.  


